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THE CINCINNATI EXHIBITION 



THE ANNUAL EXHIBITION OF AMERICAN ART IN CINCINNATI. 

THE Cincinnati Museum Association, like the Art Institute of Chi- 
cago, has large permanent collections which it similarly supplements 
by special exhibits. The regular Annual Exhibition of American Art 
was opened on May 21, and was to have been closed on July 5, but the 
annual interest taken in it caused a continuation until September. 




WOMAN IN PINK AND GREEN, BY E. C. TARBEU,. 
Purchased by the Cincinnati Museum Association. 

The catalogue contains two hundred and fifty numbers, including 
paintings in oil, water colors, pastels, drawings, sculpture, architectural 
and decorative designs, and decorated pottery. The exhibition does not 
attempt to rival in size those of some other cities, but it does try, so far 
as it goes, to be representative of current American art. Such success as 
it has is due to the courteous response of artists, particularly those in the 
East, some of whose recent and important work is shown here. 
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Mr. B. C. Tarbell, of Boston, is especially well represented this sea- 
son by two large canvases that were in the recent exhibit of ' ' Ten Amer- 
ican Painters" in New York. His "Woman in Pink and Green" is 
delightfully harmonious. Its delicate gray scheme is full of luminous 
color, charming in values. Mr. J. Alden Weir, of New York, sends 
four: "Factory Village," remarkable in massing of realistic detail in 




THE SCULPTOR, BY E- W. D. HAMILTON. 

broad light and shadow ; " Melting Snow," exquisitely tender and sym- 
pathetic ; and two poetic little pastels. Mr. Robert Reid, of New York, 
has three canvases ; clear and brilliant in color, with a quality more 
accurately denned as musical than by any other term — musical not only 
in play of color, but in brushwork and composition adjustment. "The 
Girl with Red Coat ' ' and ' * The Orchard Hillside ' ' are two of the titles. 
Mr. Edward F. Rook, of New York, has two oils and four charcoal draw- 
ings. Both the oils are of night subjects rendered with a full sense of 
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mystery of form and color ; rich, yet in tone. The frank spotting of 
pure cool and warm color is a startling revelation when one comes to a 
close examination of the work. ' ' Pearl Clouds, Moonlight ' ' received 
the Temple Gold Medal in Philadelphia last winter. Mr. Rook's draw- 
ings are vigorous in movement. Mr. Charles Warren Baton, of New 
York, has two water colors and one oil, " At Close of Day," which was 
one of the best landscapes in the Society Exhibition in New York last 
spring — a quiet scheme, cows driven home across a field in shadow, the 
last rays of the sun falling upon the gable of the barn and the distant 
trees; a greenish sky with rosy clouds. Mr. Childe Hassam's "New 




FACTORY VILLAGE, BY F. ALDEN WEIR. 



England Village Street " is an admirable example of his painting of bril- 
liant light. Miss Mary Cassatt's two canvases, "Young Woman Gather- 
ing Apples " and " In the Garden," show well her firm grasp of simple 
character and her power of realistic expression in a manner of her own. 
Mr. Robert W. Vonnoh's "Portrait of Dr. S. Wier Mitchell" is strong. 
Mr. Joseph DeCamp's "Head of a Young Woman" attracts by the 
ease of its handling and glow of color. A large nude in pastel by Mr. 
H. H. Breckenridge is fine in tone and sympathetically drawn. Mr. 
Charles H. Fromuth's pastels and drawings are, as always, fresh and 
interesting. "The Sisters," by Mrs. Rosina Emmett Sherwood, is a 
delightfully frank and spirited water color. "Crocus," by Mr. W. J. 
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Whittemore, is remarkable for pure, clear color, and its substantial work- 
ing out. Mr. Henry B. Snell's " Wreck of the Jason " has a weird fasci- 
nation in its simple conception and handling, and its opposition of golden 
and blue-green color. His "Storm by Moonlight" — waves rising and 
falling, and breaking upon the beach, with here and there a glint of 
moonlight — is an unusual piece of water painting. Notable for refine- 
ment of tone is Mr. E. W. D. Hamilton's "Sculptor." Mr. W. A. 
Coffin sends an interesting landscape motive for mural painting. 

The"Hoosier Painters," Mr. T. C. Steele, Mr. W. Forsyth, Mr. 
J. O. Adams and Mr. Otto Stark, are, as usual, well represented, with 





THE JEWEL BOX, BY 
BR Y SON BORROUGHS. 



THREE GENERATIONS, BY ELIZABETH 
NOURSE. 



work as individual as ever and rather more varied in subject, richer in 
color, and more vigorous in handling — this with no loss of the light and 
atmosphere they love to paint. One may venture to mention especially 
Mr. Steele's " Cloud Shadow " and " Willows in Autumn," Mr. Adams' 
"November Afternoon" and " Gray Day, December," Mr. Forsyth's 
"Hills of Corydon, " "Frosty Morning" and "Street in Corydon," 
and Mr. Stark's " Autumn Gold." 

The following pictures have come to us from Chicago : Mr. C. -E. 
Boutwood's "In Wonderland," with its solid painting of a difficult 




WRECK OF THE JASON, BY H. B. SNELL. 




THREE BROTHERS, BY J,. H. MEAKIN. 
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problem in lighting ; Mr. F. W. Freer's two pastels, " A Whisper" and 
" Ethna," pleasant in subject and simple color; and Miss Pauline A. 
Dohn's seriously studied canvas, " The Seeker." Mr. Charles H. Ault's 
three marines from Cleveland are also to be mentioned. 

To come now to some of the Cincinnati artists, Mr. L. H. Meakin's 
four strong landscapes are clearly a feature of the exhibition . q Dignified 
in motive, handled in a large, free way ; firm and real, yet full of feel- 
ing. " In Normandy," "The Three Brothers" and ' ' Annisquam Salt 
Marshes " are so nearly even in merit that one hesitates to place them in 




HARMONY IN GREEN, BY V. NOWOTTNY. 

order. Mr. H. F. Farny's exhibit of four is his strongest showing for 
years, and has peculiar interest in containing a canvas painted by him in 
1882, along with three of recent date. Though the late ones have more 
light, atmosphere and color, and are fuller of the truth of detail that is one 
characteristic of his Indian pictures, yet there is a deep dramatic quality 
in the old one, "In the Burnt Plains." The " Flight of the Eagle " is 
illustrated herewith. Mr. Frank Duveneck's exhibit is comparatively 
unimportant for him, but his two simple pastel drawings impress them- 
selves all the same by remarkable breadth of treatment. Mr. J. H. Sharp, 
whose two Indian heads in the last Society of Western Artists' exhibit 
may be recalled, shows among four a similar portrait of " Ogallalla 
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Fire," and a careful Indian character study, "Waiting for the Agent." 
Mr. Vincent Nowottny has four well-drawn portrait heads, one of which, 
"Harmony in Green," is here reproduced. Mr. Edward Potthast 
has a group of strong water colors, among them the quiet gray ' * After 
the Rain," the brilliantly sunny " Coast Village," and " Breezy," with 
moving water. Mr. A. Van Briggle shows a firmly painted portrait 
head, strong in character. A man whose work has a simple charm of 
its own is Mr. C. S. Kaelin, whose four pastels are full of a rare poetry 
quite as individual as anything in the exhibition. Mr. Charles Reiffel 
sends a surprisingly good lot of pencil drawings along with a delicately 
toned painting, "Squatter's Home." Miss Caroline A. Lorld's exhibit 
has her usual beauty of sentiment with an increasing largeness of expres- 




THE FLIGHT OF THE EAGLE, BY H. F: FARNY. 



sion, her " Workmen Going Home " surpassing even the admirable pic- 
ture that was so well received by the jury at Pittsburg last year. Mr. 
Bryson Borroughs, now in New York, but an old Cincinnatian, exhibits 
here, for the first time since his return from Europe, four carefully studied 
works, one of which, "Jewel Box," is reproduced. Mrs. Elizabeth 
Boott Duveneck's powerfully painted still-life groups renew one's regret 
over the premature death of this vigorous talent. Mr. John Rettig has 
an excellent gouache of ' ' Rocks. " " Rambling Brook ' ' and ' ' Old 
Willows" are thoroughly good landscape studies by a young man 
whose work is more than promising, Mr. J. 1,. Ludlow. 

The feature of the sculpture exhibit is the group of four pieces of 
bronze by Mr. Frederick MacMonnies : " Venus and Adonis," " Running 



7 HE CINCINNATI EXHIBITION. 



229 



Cupid, " « f Standing Cupid ' ' and ' ' Shakespeare. ' ' An illustration of the 
first is printed herewith. It is useless at the end of a meager letter to 
give descriptions of this important work. Mr. C. J. Barnhorn's bas-relief 




VENUS AND ADONIS, BY FREDERICK MAC MONNIES. 

* ' Portrait of Miss A. " is modeled with rare subtlety and is beautifully- 
drawn, especially the line of the profile. 

In the architectural exhibit must be noted designs by Mr. Ernest 
Flagg for the new National Academy building in New York. One regrets 
that it was not his good fortune to win the award, and that consequently 
this handsome design is not to be carried out. Attractive decorative 
designs are shown by Mr. F. R. Kimbrough, Mr. F. C. Gordon and Mr. 
Charles E. Kinkead, and a richly carved panel by Mr. William H, Fry. 
Prof. William H. Goodyear contributes an exceedingly interesting group 
of eight enlarged photographs illustrating some of his important dis- 
coveries of curved and leaning construction in the Pisa Cathedral, as 
explained in his articles in the Architectural Record, 
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Mr. A. R. Valentien, Mr. M. A. Daly, Mr. K. Shirayamadani, Mr. 
A. Van Briggle and Mr. J. D. Wareham, decorators at Rookwood, make 
an exhibit of twenty pieces of pottery with a new treatment of decoration 
in flat mass with beautiful linework. There is no sensation but of pleas- 
ure upon finding this pottery among other works of art, which one gladly 
foregoes classifying as " minor art " or " fine art." 

J. H. Gest, 
Assistant Director, Cincinnati Art Museum. 




PEARL ClyOUDS, MOONLIGHT, BY EDWARD F. ROOK. 
Purchased by the Cincinnati Museum Association. (See page 213.) 






BOSTON LETTER. 

BOSTONIANS are fortunate in having always with them two per- 
manent exhibitions of paintings, though there is a change in the 
collections from time to time. The Boston Museum of Fine Arts is the 
first of these, and its summer exhibition of new accessions continues 
open until autumn. Two important gifts are comprised in this collec- 
tion : One — two hundred and sixty-four engravings from the works of 
the old masters ; the other — sixty etchings by Frank Short. Mr. Short 
shows himself an artist of positively excellent qualities in his mezzotints 
and aquatints. He chooses for subjects the harbors, inlets, rivers of 
southern England and Holland. Some of his mezzotints are "Solway 
Fishers, " " Putney Bridge, " ' ' The Weary Moon is on the Wane. ' ' The 
aquatints "The Curfew," "Evening, Rye Pier," are satisfying to one's 
sense. The last is an exquisite tone picture. 



